
IN THIS ISSUE:
• Round 3 is run and won. Read our race report for details

• We take a look at the 125 NGB class

• Read about Mark Holmes’ big repair after Round 2

• We speak to Jeff Cook in this month’s Driver Profile



June means we’re almost half way through the year and it’s been action packed since Round 1! Round 3 

was a great success at Queensland Raceway on the 22nd of May see the full race report from Marilyn 

Weier below.  

There’s a short break now until Round 4 in August 21st but that doesn’t mean we’re slowing down! We 

have a couple of events coming up starting with a Trivia night on the 10th of July at the Geebung RSL 

$10/head and patrons to buy their own food/drinks.   If you are interested in coming let us know at 

qldsuperkart01@gmail.com.   

Next up we’re planning a display down at Xtreme karting on the 25th of July as part of their 6 hour 

enduro event.  Always a great atmosphere down at Xtreme and hopefully we might grab a new member 

or two, last time we did a display down there we met Leighton Cook and Family and now they are part 

of the QLD Superkart Family.   

Speaking of the Cook family we catch up with Jeff Cook this month for our driver profile carrying on from 

Leighton last month.  Great to catch up with Jeff who also plays an integral part in putting these 

newsletters together.   

As part of our technical articles this month we have a feature on Rotax karts written by Jeff Cook.   

We hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter and look forward to catching you at the track!  



Round 3 Queensland Raceway 22nd May 2021 

Words by Marilyn Weier, Photo’s Action Sports Photography Australia 

Qualifying 
15 Karts went out to qualify for this round under a clear sunny sky and it was good to see the Crisp brothers in 

their 250cc Nationals, back on the track with Gareth setting the fastest qualifying time, despite his saying 

afterwards, he felt it was running badly, possibly fuel or ignition. Tim was using old tyres for qualifying but still 

managed to set a time only 1.14 seconds slower than Gareth.  Lachlan had a faulty plug and didn't get it changed 

in time to make out.  We also said welcome back to Steve Cloake, who has been missing since last year when he 

was experiencing problems with his 250cc 

International.   He now has two of the latest 

barrels on his kart and is hoping this will solve the 

problems that had him sidelined.  

Our other driver in this class, Brock Nicholas is 

returning to racing after 10 years.  He started out 

in 250cc Nationals but moved into the Twins 

when he wanted to race against Carlos Chemaz, 

Steve Cloake, Michael Nicholas and other that 

were in the 250 Inter class at the time.   His kart 

was originally Carlos’s but it has passed through a 

few hands before Brock bought it.  This is the first 

time he has been on the track in this kart so he spent qualifying settling in and getting his gearing sorted.  

Todd's work commitments meant he wasn't able 

to make this meeting either, but Jon Bothamley 

ably filled in for him again setting the fastest time 

for the 125's.  Tim Philp had a problem free 

qualifying to take second in the 125 class.  Round 

2 winner Greg Hack, was 4 seconds slower than 

the last race meeting and wasn't sure why 

considering Drene Jamieson had rebuilt his brakes 

after last round and he couldn’t finally stop with 

some confidence.  After the last round Kyle, 

discovered his fuel tank was a fibreglass one and 

was delaminating, clogging up his filter. With the 

help of various club members including Liam Hoy 

for fabricating the tank, Ross Frazer for dropping it off to Tim and Bernard he now has a new petrol tank and 

barrel after his original was missing some nickasil. However he was still having fuel problems through Turn 2. 



Peter was missing from the NGB Lights this meeting after he had a major seize when he was practicing on Friday 

afternoon.  The engine was totally destroyed and will need to be replaced.  However he took on the roll of 

Spanner man till lunch time.  While disappointed for Peter, this did raise some "excitement" in this class as they 

felt this gave them an opportunity to get on the Podium.  Leighton set the fastest time with Paul Buckley and Ben 

Longland hot on his tail. Ben found his Kart was hesitating when it reached 10 grand and so opted to clean the 

plug and fuel system before the first race.  Mark had made some setting changes in practice on Friday and was 

happy with how it was going and Jeff also had a trouble free qualifying.  Amber was away for this meeting.  

David,  who fortunately realized not long after he left home, that he hadn't packed his nose cone and 

did a quick turnaround to get it, snapped a chain but set the  fastest time for the NGB Heavies, before 

doing this. Glen had a nut come adrift from the front sprocket, but his chain stayed on. 

250cc National and Internationals  

Race 1 An excellent start from Tim saw him get 

in front of Gareth and lead into the first corner. 

Steve passed Gareth on the back straight but 

Gareth passed him back by Turn 3 and went 

after Tim.  By the second lap Gareth was back 

in front and there was a bit of position 

changing on the next lap before he started to 

pull a gap on him.   Tim was trialling a different 

set up with his new nosecone but it made 

things worse and he had a lot of understeer 

and he could only follow Gareth around and 

watch  him take the chequered flag.  Lachlan 

was not far behind Tim but was lacking speed.  He wasn't sure why but was hoping the few changes he made, 

would make a difference for the next race.  Steve found it hard to push for speed with no one to challenge him 

when Brock looped it into Turn 6 on the roll out lap as he grabbed first gear locking the rears on his PVP.   

Race 2 Tim had another good start. He had changed back to his old nosecone and immediately felt the difference 

with his lap times being just under a second quicker.  He led for the first three laps before Gareth closed up on 

him and passed him through Turn 6.  They swapped spots for  a couple of laps but with two laps to go,  Tim got a 

good run through turns 1 and 2 to drag him  down the back straight braking as late as he could and then blocking 

any passing move out of the corner and held on to take the win.  Lachlan wasn't far behind them, till the 6th lap 

when two head studs came out and it started losing coolant and he felt that stopping was the best thing to do. 

Steve was feeling more comfortable back on the track and was consistently 3 seconds faster than his times in the 

first race despite the problem of his Kart bogging down at times.  He thinks it could be one of the cylinders. Brock 

snapped his gear linkage and didn't finish.  



Race 3 and with pole position adding to 

his good start Tim lead for the first 5 

laps before Gareth after a couple of 

attempts made the pass stick and took 

the lead.  Tim was looking to have a run 

at him with a lap to go but he was 

baulked by traffic and Gareth was able 

to hold his lead for the win.   Lachlan 

didn't start this race due to possible 

rings stick. Brock circulated around and 

finish despite fuel and other teething 

issues.  Steve's kart ran hot at 

marshalling, reaching a temperature of 

105 degree.  He shut it off to allow it to 

cool but then wasn't able to get it to 

start despite the efforts of the pushers pushing him all the way down to the pit exit   

Race 4 and it was a very quick turn around with only 2 categories between race 3 and 4 as QR made sure our last 
race was still in daylight hours.  As the field left pit lane, Gareth was left behind when his radio didn't work.  Tim 
led the slowest rollout lap ever as he hoped to give Gareth enough time to swap radios and get back to his grid 
spot as the winner of this race would take the overall win for the day and he didn't want to win by default.  As he 
came down to turn 4 and 5 Tim could see Gareth flying down the back straight and knew he would catch up in 
time.  As it turned out thought the field did a couple more roll out laps as they waited for smoke that had drifted 
across the track from the Skid pad and creating visibility issues. Once the green flag was waved Tim did his best 
start for the day and took off hoping to make a big enough break on Gareth.  The small adjustment in tyre 
pressure made the kart handle even better but he still kept waiting for Gareth's nose cone to poke itself down his 
inside, but it never came.  Gareth tried to go with him but between overheating problems, traffic and fatigue 
from the short turn around and this being a longer race, Tim crossed the line about 10 seconds in front of him. It 
was a good day of racing thought and from a spectators point of view it was good to see them duking it out on 
the track. Brock, made progress with his sorting his kart out and finished behind them setting a best time that 
was around 7 seconds faster than his qualifying times.  

125cc National 

Race 1 and Tim (Philp) and Jon set a cracking 

pace in the first heat swapping spots 

throughout the race with Tim just keeping his 

nose in front as they took the chequered flag. 

Greg, clung onto their tails despite still having 

problems for most of the race. He did swap 

places with Steve (250cc Twin) a few time 

before taking out 3rd in the 125cc's. Kyle 

stopped on the 5th lap when his high tension 

spark plug was just loose enough to stop his 

engine and his exhaust also fell off.    



Race 2 saw the resumption of close racing and dicing between Tim and Jon with Tim again just getting the better 

of Jon as they crossed the finish line.  Greg, along with help from Tim and Bernard had spent the time between 

the 1st and 2nd race fixing an oil leak.  When he tried to start in marshalling it wouldn't fire. There was no fuel in 

the carby for the kart been turned on its side to fix the oil leak. They did eventually get it started and Greg was 

able to get around in time to be in his grid spot when the green flag was waved.  Kyle, stopped on the 4th lap 

when his accelerator cable stuck open after it melted on the exhaust.   

Race 3 Tim and Jon looked like it was going to be a repeat of the first two races and it was for all but the last lap 

when Jon spun off at Turn 3 and was unable to get going again, leaving Tim to take his easiest win for the day.  

Greg didn't enjoy this race when his rear brake leak with fluid getting on his back tyre causing it to slip and slide. 

However he managed to finish the race inheriting 2nd place after Jon spun off. Kyle's woes continued and he 

stopped on the 5 lap when the rivets tore through the outer skin of his muffler and it fell off again. 

Race 4 Tim had been using today to do some testing on his engine and had not had any negative results from this 

but decide for the last race to leave it alone and just get out there and race.  He and Jon resumed their close 

racing but unfortunately for Jon one of his seat mounts broke on the 4th lap and he had to retire. Kyle came out 

and managed to complete one lap before it just cut out and that was the end of his race day.  He had come out 

on the Practice day on Friday and it had run fine throughout the morning, but nothing wanted to go right today 

time to pull it apart in the break and give it some TLC. 

 

NGB Heavy and Lights  

Race 1 and David, complete with nosecone, set a 

cracking pace to lead this field around and even 

had some close racing with Kyle in his 125cc 

before Kyle stopped on Lap 5. David  went on to 

take an easy win from Glenn who hadn't been 

paying attention to the Karts in front  of him on 

the roll out lap and when they braked into Turn 6 

he ended up spinning off to avoid them. He able 

to get back onto the track but was late for the 

start and although able to work his way up 

through the field was unable to catch David.  The 

Lights were close up going into the first few turns, 

dicing for positions but they started to spread out 

with Ben appearing to have fixed the problem he was having in qualifying and he and Paul enjoyed dicing all the 

way to the chequered flag where Paul took the first win by half a nose cone.  He was very happy with this as it 

was his first race win. Mark circulated around only a couple of seconds behind them with Jeff finishing just behind 

him.  Jeff is still getting a feel for this track and went into the Kitty litter at Turn 3 early in the race but was able to 

keep going.  . Despite having a problem free qualifying and setting the fastest time, Leighton's kart just stopped 

on the roll out lap later.   



Race 2 was a much closer affair with the Heavies and the 

Lights mixing it up most of it.   Leighton checked his 

electrical, fixed his earth problem and made some setting 

changes and had the speed to challenge David finishing just 

behind them but both taking the win in their classes.  Ben 

and Paul took up where they left off in the first race with 

Paul just finishing in front of him.  Glenn, Mark and Jeff 

were also in the mix early on but spread out as the race 

continued crossing the line in that order.  

Race 3 and once they had sorted themselves out through 

the first few corners, David was out in front and cleared out to win comfortably.  Paul and Ben resumed their 

dicing with Paul once again just finishing in front of Ben.  Glen and Mark chased each other to the chequered flag 

and Jeff stopped after the first lap when he had brake issues. He was feeling a lack of brakes going into Turn 3 

with and decided that that was safe to retire for the day.  Leighton didn't start due to a flat battery.   

Race 4 and it was already on going into Turn 2 on the 

first lap, when David and Ben took close racing to 

another level and touched wheels. They both went 

sideways up the track but managed to hang on and 

rejoin the race.  David worked his way back through 

the field to finish first again.  Paul was just in front of 

these two when this happened and he was able to 

continue on to the chequered flag unchallenged.  Ben 

still finished in second but lost too much momentum 

to catch backup to Paul. However he and Leighton 

enjoyed some close racing till the last lap when 

Leighton stopped with a broken chain.   Glen, although 

not able to match David's pace he mixed it up with the Lights.  Mark circulated around at the back of the field but 

feels he is improving and his lap times show this with his fastest lap set in race 3 was around 2 seconds faster 

than his best lap in Race 1.   

So ends another day’s good racing.  We are not back here now till the 21st of August, plenty of time to go over 

those karts and be ready to come out for some more close racing! 

 



Results 

250cc International 

1st Brock Nicholas   

2nd Steve Cloake  

 

 

250cc National  

1st  Timothy Weier    

2nd Gareth Crisp 

3rd Lachlan Crisp 

 

 

 

125cc  

1st   Tim Philp 

2nd   Greg Hack 

3rd   Jonathan Bothamley 

 

 

NGB Light               

1st   Paul Buckley 

2nd  Ben Longland 

3rd  Mark Buckley 





Looking for an easy way to get into kart racing on 
long circuits? 
 
If you’ve ever watched a Superkart race and 
wondered how to get involved, or thought it must 
cost a fortune, the 125NGB might be just the ticket. 
The 125NGB (also known as Rotax) can be an 
inexpensive and reliable way to go racing on longer 
tracks like QR and Lakeside. 
 
 
So, what are they?  
 
A 125NGB superkart is basically a sprint kart with a 
few minor modifications to meet Superkarts 
technical regulations. There are also a couple of local 
manufacturers who make a chassis specifically 
designed for the class. As with sprint karts they have rear brakes only and 5” wheels. They are usually fitted with a nose cone 
to improve aerodynamic efficiency on the longer straights seen in Superkarts. 
 

What modifications are needed to convert a sprint 
kart for Superkart racing? 
 
There is not a lot you need to change on a sprint kart. 
They must have a rain light. Inspection holes must be 
drilled in the tie-rods to ensure the have enough 
thread engagement. Mounting bolts on the brakes 
need to be drilled and lock-wired. 
To increase top speed for the longer tracks, gearing 
needs to be changed. This is done by fitting a 16 tooth 
front sprocket and changing the rear to suit the track. 
A front nose cone is usually fitted to improve 
earodynamics on the longer straights at higher 
speeds. 
 
 

 
What’s the quality of racing like? 
 
Simply fantastic! The class is tightly controlled in terms of what mods are allowed to increase performance. This means you 
don’t need to have a wealth of knowledge on what to do to your engine to increase power output, or deep pockets to be 
competitive. As a result, the karts are all very similar in terms of performance. Typically, the class often produces some of the 
best racing with a number of karts all jostling for position. If you want proof of how good the racing in 125NGB is, just walk 
through the pits after a race. The guys are always discussing how good it was with huge grins on their faces. 



What about setup and tuning? 
 
There is a bit involved in this and there is a lot of freely 
available information on various websites on how to do 
it. The more experienced members of the club are always 
willing to pass on some of their knowledge to newer 
members as well, so you won’t be left scratching your 
head for too long. 
This is often where the most time can be made so it pays 
to learn the basics and experiment a little at practice 
days. 
The most common setup changes are wheel alignment, 
jetting and track width. Chassis stiffening bars can also be 
adjusted. 
Look for a future article for more detail on tuning a 
125NGB Superkart. 
 
 
 

Are they expensive to run and maintain?  
One of the benefits of the class is overall cost, and it’s 
for this reason a number of our members choose to 
stay in the class. They run on Premium unleaded, and 
the Rotax engine is pretty robust. Rebuild intervals 
are pretty long with the Rotax manual recommending 
inspection/rebuild every 50 hours. Some people will 
opt to rebuild the top end in between these intervals. 
Tyres for the class are dictated in the regulations and 
chosen to improve life of the tyre and thereby 
reducing costs. 
As they are basically a slightly modified sprint kart, 
parts are readily available and reasonably priced.  
 
 
 

 
 
How fast are they? 
 
Whilst they don’t have gearboxes or the power of the other classes, they will still get your adrenalin running. 
They will lap QR at less than 1:28 and reach 150kph approaching turn 3.  
 
Sounds fantastic. How do I get involved? 
 
Get in touch with the club and discuss how to join and get amongst the action, or come to a race meet and look at the karts 
and talk to the drivers. They’re always happy to discuss the joys of racing these little pocket rockets. 
There are plenty of second-hand karts for sale that would be suitable for converting to Superkarts, and karts in good 
condition can be bought for as a few thousand dollars. Now that is real bang for your buck in the motor racing world! 



125 NGB (Rotax)
Engine:
Rotax 125cc 2 stroke with Power
Valve. 22kW, 21Nm

Tyres:
Dunlop DGM / DFM, Maxxis HG3, MG AZRed, 
MOJO D2, Bridgestone YLR Rok,, Dunlop DFH, 
Hoosier R60

Top Speed:
~160 Km/h depending on gearing.

Bang for your Buck:
10/10

Lap Records:
Lakeside- 1:00.3
QR- 1:25.13
SMP- 1:48.99
Phillip Island- 1:53.85



 

 
 

Back in Round 1 at Lakeside Mark Holmes had a crash going into Hungry that not only saw him out of 
the rest of the round with a cracked chassis, but had potential to be very serious. Fast forward to Round 
3 at QR and you’d be forgiven for thinking he’d scrapped the damaged kart and gone out and bought 
himself a brand new one. His kart drew a lot of attention from his fellow competitors and for good 
reason. He’s done a fantastic job of bringing the kart back from the dead. 
 

 

QSC: Explain how the crash happened? 
 

I was coming down into Hungry and everything was ok. As I braked ready to turn in the kart became 
lose, lost control and spun. I wasn’t sure if I’d end up in the barrier or spin the other way in front of a 
kart coming up behind me. In the end no contact was made as I spun off and everyone made it around 
me. It was one of those incidents that couldve ended badly, but luckily end as well as could be hoped 
for. 



QSC: What damage did the kart suffer in the 
crash? 
 

The right-hand chassis rail in front of the 
engine cracked and sheared through. It was 
what caused the spin rather than the result of 
it. As it turned out it’s not the first one of 
those chassis to crack in the same spot.  
 

 

 
 
 
QSC: What made you decide to go to this level of repair and rebuild? 
 
Apart from the obvious crack, I wasn’t sure what other components were damaged. I decided if I was 
going to repair it, I’d like the peace of mind knowing everything on the kart was checked over so the 
decision was made to completely strip the frame. With this done it was an easy decision once the repair 
was made to blast and powder coat it. Then from there it expanded into a whole new colour scheme 
with the nose cone and side pods getting a fresh coat as well.  
 

QSC: Who did all the work? 
 
I stripped everything off the kart and Chryss 
Jamieson from Coach Designs repaired the 
chassis. He welded the crack and also welded 
in a strengthening sleeve to prevent it from 
happening again. The result was brilliant and I 
can race it now with full confidence in the 
repair. I did the paintwork on the nose cone 
and panels. The powder coating was done by 
Global Powder Coaters in Archerfield who did 
a great job.  

While I was at it, I replaced some components like the steering bushes and bearings just to be sure. 
 
QSC: How’d the kart perform when you got it back on track?  
 
Really well. Straight out of the box it was good. I went over everything after a practice session to make 
sure nothing was loose and the kart never missed a beat. I even picked up 3rd place for the round. 
 



 

Queensland Superkart Club: How did you get involved 
in the club? 
 

Our son had been racing karts at Xtreme and Slideways 
and was wanting to get into sprint karting. He saw a 
display the QLD Superkart Club had a Xtreme and 
decided straight up that the longer circuits were for 
him. He tested a kart at a practice day out at QR and 
ended up buying one of Peter Nuske’s old karts. So 
initiallally I was pit crew and transport driver I guess.  
 

Queensland Superkart Club: How did you start racing? 
 

I watched Leighton race for a year or so and enjoyed 
the racing. The guys really put on some great racing. 
After a while I kind of thought “why should he have all 
the fun? I might get in on this too!” So I bought a rolling 
chassis from someone in the club, threw an engine on it and I was set to go racing. Before the start of 
the next season I had some pretty serious health issues that saw me miss the season, so by the time I 
got to race I was really itching to go. 
 
QSC: What have you enjoyed the most while being part of the club? 
 

The culture of the club is probably it’s biggest asset. I’ve been involved in clubs before that lose sight of 
what they are all about and become very “clicky” but this club really is all about its members having fun. 
Right from the start people were very welcoming and happy to offer help and advice. 
 

QSC: What do you love about driving a 
Superkart? 

 

I really enjoy being out on the track with my 
son although I pretty quickly lose sight of 
him. It’s cool to be racing in the same class. 
The challenge of learning how the kart 
handles and discovering how late to brake 
for corners is interesting. The whole day is 
great catching up with the other drivers and 
discussing results and setup changes. It’s 
obviously all about racing, but the race 
meets are a great social day out as well. 



QSC: What class would you race if you had the 
option? 
 
I’d like to have a crack at one of the gearbox classes. 
I reckon the acceleration would be awesome. 
Although I’m not too sure my old reflexes would be 
up to it. 
 

QSC: What are your future goals? 
 
I really have reached my goal which is to race with 
my son. It’s great to be able to discuss the racing at 
the end of the day and that’s the reason I started 
racing. Obviously, I want to continue sorting the kart 
setup and bring the lap times down but I just love 
racing and for me it isn’t about winning races, it’s 
about having fun and trying to improve without 
being too hung up on results.  
 
QSC: What interests do you have outside of Superkarting?  
 

Outside of Superkarting I have a general passion for 
cars and motorsports. We usually try to get to one 
major event each year. A few years ago we got 
down to the F1 which was amazing. I have a HSV 
which I love taking out occasionally for a drive 
through the mountains. I also have an adventure 
bike which I love hopping on and just exploring the 
countryside. Bit of a theme developing here! Also 
camping. My favourite place to camp is the eastern 
beach on Moreton Island. When you drive off that 
barge, all your cares just disappear. 
 
 



85cc Gearbox karts for sale! See link below for more 

details.

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/80-cc-
superkarts-sale

2 kart trailer see link below for more details $6500 

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/superkart-
trailer

250 International $25K 

Buyer will not be disappointed, one of a kind and no 

expense spared. See link below for full details

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/250cc-
international-superkart-one-kind

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/80-cc-superkarts-sale
https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/superkart-trailer
https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/250cc-international-superkart-one-kind


125cc Gearbox kart.

Great Entry level kart see link for full details.

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/topkart-tm-
125cc-gearbox

125cc Gearbox kart

Great Entry level kart see link for full details.

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/superkart-125-
gb-cougar

250 National kart

Great competitive package see link for more details.

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/stockman-
mr2-250-cc-national

https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/topkart-tm-125cc-gearbox
https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/superkart-125-gb-cougar
https://www.qldsuperkart.org/classifieds/stockman-mr2-250-cc-national


 

Advertise your 
Business Here 
 
Club Member Rates:  

• ¼ Page Ad $10/Month 

• ½ Page Ad $20/Month 

• Full Page Ad $30/Month 
 
Non-Club Member Rates:  

• ¼ Page Ad $20/Month 

• ½ Page Ad $40/Month 

• Full Page Ad $60/Month 
 
Contact us at Qldsuperkat01@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Australian American Racing still supplying Dunlop and Maxxis Kart Tyres for Superkart classes in 5" 
and 6" sizes, plenty of stock available.  
 
Contact us through FB Australian American Racing or australianamericanracing@gmail,com to 
order and arrange collections.   



Search @QLDSuperkart on your favourite Social Media

If you would like to advertise your business in our newsletter, get in touch 

witus via email at

qldsuperkart01@gmail.com

Contact QLD Superkart Club

mailto:qldsuperkart01@gmail.com
http://www.qldsuperkart.org/
https://www.facebook.com/QLDSUPERKART/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.instagram.com/qldsuperkart/
mailto:qldsuperkart01@gmail.com

